The Challenge to Democracy
believed that common action was necessary without
ceasing to believe that each ought to rely on himself.
The Appeal to "the Nation'9     '
In appealing to America the new President used the
word "national." The "nation" was told that it must
make an effort; and in the name of the "nation" those
who secured riches amid prevailing distress were
pilloried. The "New Deal" was a resurrection of
"the Square Deal" of Theodore Roosevelt combined
with "the New Freedom" of President Wilson; and
the attention of the whole nation was focused, as in
times of war, upon its central Government. The new
policy was to have a double purpose. It was to provide
not only for "recovery" but also for "reconstruction,"
because recovery alone might only replace every one
in the position from which he had fallen, and another
fall would follow. The President was using the crisis,
not as an excuse for holding on the old course with
shortened sail or slackened speed until the danger
seemed to be over, but to press on more rapidly to
new and calmer seas. Action, not "Going Slow," was
the magic word in America. Not "sacrifice" but
"playing your part" was the theme of the President's
message; and clearly such a theme, implying that the
command of the ship was not to be changed but its
coarse altered, might offend two opposing groups.
The opponents of the traditional system might say
that it was merely a trick for preserving those who
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